
MARYLAND ATTORNEY GENERAL’S OFFICE

Consumer Protection Division

Tenants
Landlords

Tips on Avoiding Disputes



From the Attorney General’s Office

Dear Consumer:



Inside:







Rent Receipts

Advance Copy of the Lease



Security Deposits





Rental Property Surety Bonds

Q.  Harold paid a $200 premium for a surety bond when he moved into his apart-
ment.  After he moved out, the landlord performed an inspection of his unit and 
sent a letter stating that Harold owed $150 for damage done to the bathroom and 
requested payment for the damages.  Is Harold still responsible to pay for these 
damages even though he paid for a surety bond?

A.  Yes.  When renting an apartment, a landlord may accept a surety bond as an 
alternative to the tenant providing a security deposit.  While both protect the 
landlord against damage to the rented property, failure to pay rent, or expenses 
incurred due u 

















What Maryland Law Provides:



Requirements of Federal Law:

Fair Housing Reminder

More Information









Assistance With Rental Problems

The Attorney General’s Office

Downtown Baltimore Office

Branch Offices
Cumberland Telephone Assistance

Frederick Telephone Assistance





Other Resources

Baltimore Neighborhoods, Inc.

Public Justice Center

Local Code Enforcement Agencies 

Northeastern Maryland Office  (Harford and Cecil Counties)

Prince George’s County Office

Southern Maryland Office

Upper Eastern Shore Office

Western Maryland Office
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Frequently Asked Questions

My landlord has not repaired my dishwasher. Can I hold back part 
of my rent until he does?

The landlord says I damaged the carpet, but the stains were there 
when I moved in. What can I do? 


